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Session 4

James 1:9-11

Prayer

As a group, spend time praying through the verse below. Consider each word and meditate on
the promises and commands of the scripture. Make note of any insights, questions, moments of
clarity, conviction, gratitude, or promises as needed in your reflection.

“4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice. ® Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; © do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

-Philippians 4:4-7

Suggested Prayer Prompts

Prayers of gratitude for the gift of scripture.
Prayers for understanding what God is communicating through this study.
Prayers for spiritual growth and maturity as you study.
Prayers for conviction as you strive to be more like Christ.
Prayers that the Lord will bring your group together in unity and accountability as you study
His word.
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Sermon Tle-ln

*Memory Minute*®

MAY CHALLENGE

James 1:5-11

How many verses can you memorize this week? Shade in a block for each verse you learn!

“The word, stored in the heart, provides a mental depository for the Holy Spirit to use to
mediate His grace to us, whatever our need for grace might be.”
-Jerry Bridges

*See page 13 for this week’s practice exercise. *
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Launch

So far, James has focused his writing on trials. He has discussed joy in trials, the effects of
trials, wisdom in trials, and faith in trials.

In this section, that focus will continue, but with a slightly different angle as we study the trial
of wealth for a believer. Our mind likely goes first to the trial of lack or poverty, but James
also digs into the somewhat unanticipated trappings of abundance.

On the following page, you will find several Venn Diagrams. A Venn diagram is an illustration
that uses overlapping circles to show the logical relationship between two or more sets of
items.

You can see the unique traits of each category and those they share.

This will model our approach as we explore both the commonalities and differences between
lack and wealth.

To get our minds in the spirit of comparison, take a look at the diagrams on the following page
and vote for your favorite. Share with your group to see which diagram is the most popular!

Choice Votes

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates fﬂ!rﬁ in action.
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THE WORD
James 1.9-11

Before we take a deeper dive into the scripture, take a minute to soak up the entire section
together. Listen for repeated phrases, unfamiliar words, several points in a row, attributes of
God, ideas you don’t fully understand, or any other thoughts that come to mind. Feel free to

note them below or just relax and take in whatever God may be speaking to your heart.

Testing of Your Faith

“@ et the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 1%and the rich in his humiliation, because like a
flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the
grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of

his pursuits.”

Series Goal: To urge srassroots Church to live in a way t hat demonstrates 'Elf'.f.lur1 in action.
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Explore

James 1:9-11

“D et the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 12 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a
flower of the grass he will pass away. 1 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers
the grass, its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the
midst of his pursuits.”

A

Up to this point, we've covered both joy in trials (2-4) and wisdom in trials (5-8). Now in verses
9-11, we'll spend some time exploring God's provision in trials. Thankfully, through James,
God has given both clear instructions and an explanation of the trials that stem from both

wealth and lack. We'll be taking a side-by-side look at both circumstances.

Before we dive in, we need to make sure that we understand what the two groups of people
James refers to are.

He uses two descriptors, both with two levels of meaning shown below.

Finances and 5tatus

LOWLY RICH

(poor/humble) (wealthy/dignified)
While we're familiar with those terms in the general sense of finance, we also need to
consider the social implications of both situations.

What is the difference between finances and social standing (both then and now) of the lowly
and rich? Refer to the graph below as needed.

A

STATUS

WEALTH >
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B

Read James 1:9-10 below.
“d Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 1% and the rich in his humiliation..”
To begin this section, what does God instruct both groups to do?

HINT: “to brag about, to gloryin”

We will look into the contrasting causes for their boasting in the next section, but first we
need to understand more about boasting itself.

There are several places in scripture that deal with this topic. Each question below is paired
with a scripture reference to help us understand more. This investigation will give us more
information so that we can then apply the words of James to our lives.

Work with your group to read each verse and discuss what you learn about boasting from
each one.

Note your ideas in the space provided as desired.

1
What is boasting?

“4They pour out their arrogant words;
all the evildoers boast.”-Psalm 94:4

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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2
What is NOT boasting?
“1Do not boast about tomorrow,
for you do not know what a day may bring.”-Proverbs 27:1

3
Why are we called to boast?

“23Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast
in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 2*but let him who boasts boast in this, that
he understands and knows me, that | am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these things | delight, declares the Lord.”-Jeremiah 9:23-24

4
Who are we called to boast in?
“I1 et the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” *8For it is not the one who commends himself
who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.”-2 Corinthians 10:17-18

5
Who are we NOT to boast in?
“8for by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God, °not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”-Ephesians 2:8-9

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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6
What is an example of boasting?
“11 will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad.
30h, magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together!”-Psalm 34:1-3

C

Now that we understand more about boasting, we will refer back to the context given in
verses 9-11. We can see clearly that the circumstances of exaltation and humiliation are
totally opposite situation, yet they are both given the same command.

We will begin with the call that the “lowly boast in his exaltation.”

Where do we see God working in the life of the poor when they are exalted to a higher
position?

(Consider their physical needs, social status, and temptation to stray from boasting in the
Lord.)

Next we will consider the “humiliation” of the rich.

Where do we see God working in the life of the poor when they are brought down to a lower
position?

(Consider their physical needs, social status, and temptation to stray from boasting in the
Lord.)

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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D

Read the rest of James 1:10-11.

“ _.because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. ¥ For the sun rises with its scorching
heat and withers the grass, its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. 50 also will the rich man
fade away in the midst of his pursuits.”

James paints a picture using descriptive language to illustrate his point regarding boasting.
Take a look at the image below.

How is the sun with it's scorching heat withering the grass and causing the flower to fall, losing
it's beauty like the rich man and his wealth fading away?

What do you think James is trying to communicate by creating this mental image?

In what ways do you see the lesson of James 1:9-11 playing out in your own life?

Are there things you are using to increase your sense of self and status that could fade away at
any time? Are you boasting in yourself and the things of the world, rather than our true
sustainer?

Spend a moment in prayer and reflection, asking that God would show you the areas He is
calling you to adjust your priorities towards a life that is sustained by His grace and His grace
alone.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Apply

James instructs us to boast as we experience both wealth and lack, but we do not boast in the
circumstances themselves because they are temporary. We are to boast in Jesus
unconditionally as He can use both riches and want to bring glory to himself.

God’s goodness is shown through his provision, whether in wealth or poverty.

What commonalities can you think of that both groups may experience? What are the unique
aspects of their circumstances?

Record your ideas in the Venn diagram on the next page, then return to this point to finish this
section.

Reread the scripture below.

Psalm 34:1-3
“1) will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad.
30h, magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together!”

Take a minute to reflect on how both the poor and rich may model this prayer in their lives.
Consider why they may bless the Lord. How would they continue to praise continually in
various circumstances? Where would they find a source of gladness? What would it look like

for them to exalt the Lord together?

Make a note of any ideas below.

Poor Rich

Finish with a moment of prayer, praising God for the moments you have seen Him present and
working in your life, and the lives of those in your group, when you may not have expected to
see Him move.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Memory Work

James 1:5-11

5|f any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach,
and it will be given him. ® But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is
like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; ® he is a double-minded man, unstable in
all his ways.

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 1%and the rich in his humiliation, because like a
flower of the grass he will pass away. 1 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers
the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the

midst of his pursuits.

For this week’s practice exercise, you will do three small tasks each day. Each task engages a
different sense to aid in memorization and help you become familiar with the passage.

1
Listen to James 1:5-11 three times using an audio Bible or other resource. You may also take
turns with a partner reading it to each other.

2
Read James 1:5-11 out loud yourself three times using the printout above.

3
Write James 1:5-11 by hand three times.

Use the chart below to track your study habits by checking off each day you study!

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7

Check in with other group members who are attempting the challenge and encourage each
other to practice every day!

“16 | et the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admenishing ene another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to
God.” -Colossians 3:16

5 P
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