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Session 1

James 1:1

Prayer

As a group, spend time praying through the verse below. Consider each word and meditate on
the promises and commands of the scripture. Make note of any insights, questions, moments of
clarity, conviction, gratitude, or promises as needed in your reflection.

“16 Al Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, 7 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every

good work.”

-2 Timothy 3:16-17

Suggested Prayer Prompts

Prayers of gratitude for the gift of scripture.
Prayers for understanding what God is communicating through this study.
Prayers for spiritual growth and maturity as you study.
Prayers for conviction as you strive to be more like Christ.
Prayers that the Lord will bring your group together in unity and accountability as you study
His word.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Sermon Tie-ln

*Memory Minute*

Throughout this study, you will have a chance to tackle an extra challenge...memorizing
scripture! Each month you will have between 2 and 7 verses to study, with a memory task to
complete on your own each week. By the end of this study, you will have memorized the
entire first chapter of James! Memorizing a bit of scripture is better than none, so give it a try!
*See page 14 for this week’s practice exercise.*

The journey starts today!

"The Bible in the memory is better than the Bible in the bookcase,”
- Charles H. Spurgeon

APRIL CHALLENGE
James 1:1-4

How many verses can you memaorize this week? Shade in a block for each verse you learn!

1 2 3 4

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Launch

Imagine you are at the
Grassroots Gathering on a
Sunday morning and serving on
the welcome team. You look
out the doors and notice a
vehicle you don’t recognize as a
regular pull in the parking lot.
The guests have already started
to exit the vehicle. You have
exactly 60 seconds to formulate
3 questions to ask them as they
walk in the door. Your goal is to
get to know them as quickly as
possible so they feel welcome
and known before they take
their seats. GO!

\xu_;\hﬁﬂx/**”

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots C hurch to live in a v".f(a'}“f 1at demonstrates ff]flll" in action.

K XX O X



Page |4

When meeting new people, we begin by learning about the most significant aspects of their
life. We ask about careers, family, hobbies, birthdays, anniversaries, or favorite restaurants.
More personal and detailed topics don't come until we have a chance to get to know the
person better. Studying scripture requires a similar approach. Before we rush to apply the
waords to our lives, we need to investigate the context in which they were written.

As we dive into James, we will begin by investigating each of the following aspects of the
book and consider how they will affect our understanding and application of scripture.

Metanarrative Point
Author

Date

Audience

Style

Purpose

ol sl il

In the following pages, you will have space to record what each category means, what
information we know, and how that information is relevant to our study.

Notes

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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THE WORD

James 1:1

Before we take a deeper dive into the scripture, take a minute to soak up the entire section
together. Listen for repeated phrases, unfamiliar words, several points in a row, attributes of
God, ideas you don't fully understand, or any other thoughts that come to mind. Feel free to

note them below or just relax and take in whatever God may be speaking to your heart.

Greeting
“1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:

Greetings.”

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates ff]f.lllr‘ in action.
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Explore

A

Background

Where does the book of James fit in the metanarrative (big picture) of the Bible?

At first glance, the Bible appears to be several books written by various authors that have
been bound together, but careful study makes it clear that we are reading one comprehensive
story. The general categories of the narrative are shown below, with a description following.

Creation ] [ Fall ] [ Redemption ] [ Restoration ]

THE BIG PICTURE

Creation God speaks the perfect universe into existence.

Humanity goes against the commands of God, resulting in a separation
Fall from Him. God institutes the sacrificial system and continually calls His
people out of their rebellion.

Jesus comes to Earth to live a perfect life, takes the death we deserve, and
Redemption ascends to heaven. Believers then respond in faith, both in the way we live
our lives and as we share our faith with others.

Jesus will one day return to Earth, and we will live in His new kingdom with

Restoration
Him for eternity.

WHAT WE KNOW

The book of James gives instructions to believers on how to live a life that honors God in both
word and action. This book was written to a New Testament audience that no longer lived
under the law, dependent on sacrifices and a high priest allowing them access to the Savior.

lesus has come to earth as man, died on the cross, risen again, and ascended to heaven. The
book of James is intended to guide believers in a response to salvation, originating in faith,

and leading to ministry, while waiting for Jesus to return and make all things right.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN

WHY DOES IT MATTER

Circle the portion of the “Big Picture” of
scripture that information shows us that the
book of James is in.

Spend time as a group reflecting on how
understanding where James falls in the arc of
God’s story effects how we comprehend,

Creation interpret, and apply what we will be learning.
Fall Summarize your thoughts on the lines below.
Redemption

Restoration

Feel free to color the corresponding picture
above to help solidify the perspective in your
memory!

B

Author

Greeting
“djames, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ...”
James 1:1A
The author of the book is identified in the first verse. Underline his name above.

We learn more about who James was in the book of Matthew. Jesus has returned to Nazareth
and spoken in the synagogue, but we see He was not received well by His own people. They
question His authority as they consider who they knew Him to be before He began public
ministry. Read the following verses that describe that interaction.

“4 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were
astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works? 3° [s not
this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and
Joseph and Simon and Judas? % And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get
all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor except in his hometown and in his own household.” *8 And he did not do many

mighty works there, because of their unbelief."”

Matthew 13:54-55

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Go back to the Matthew 13:54-55 that we’ve just read and underline the name James Draw an
arrow from his name to the word that describes his relationship to Jesus. Circle the
relationship and fill in the blank below.

The author of the book of James is James, the of Jesus.

Now reread the first half of James 1:1.

“james, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ...”
James 1:1A

James does not introduce himself as the brother of Jesus. Circle the word that he uses to
describe his relationship to both God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, then fill in the
blank below.

Although James is listed in scrinture as the brother of lesus, he chooses to introduce himself as
a of God the Father and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This difference in description leads us to question why James chose to introduce himself in this
way. Let’s start with the pros and cons of each option. Fill in your ideas in the chart below.

James, the brother of Jesus. James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Pros Cons Pros Cons

Had James chosen to identify himself by his biological relationship to Jesus, he likely would
have earned a more significant status with the audience of his letter. However, James
recognized that the one difference within his genealogy was of more importance. We see in
the following scripture that while both James and Jesus were biological children of their
mother, Mary, James’ father was the man Joseph while Jesus was fathered by the Holy Spirit.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit.”

Matthew 1:18

Despite this meaningful commonality, James chose not to boast in his biological relationship to
Jesus as his brother through their mother Mary. Instead, he identifies himself only as a
servant of God through the blood of lesus on the cross.

He is clearly recognizing his biological brother only as his spiritual and eternal savior.

Would you have made the same choice? What would have affected your decision and why?

How should this understanding of James’ relationship to Jesus affect our study of the book?

c

Audience

Now that we understand more about the author of the book, we will spend some time
investigating who James was writing to. Read the next section of scripture below.

Circle the word that indicates James will be identifying his audience.
“..To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:...”
James 1:1B
We will see that the book of James calls all believers to a life of faith evidenced by action,
however, knowing the original audience will give insight to the context in which the book was

written, which will inform our understanding as we proceed and are challenged to respond in
this way ourselves.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.

K XX O X



Page | 10

The 12 tribes reference the Jewish believers spoken of throughout the Bible. They are God's

chosen people, descended from Jacob. However, we know that through Jesus, the Gentiles

(non-Jewish believers) were welcomed into the family of God. This means that all believers
throughout the early church are part of the dispersion James is speaking of.

But first, what does dispersion mean? And why did it happen?

Dispersion: the action or process of distributing things or people over a wide area.

The story of the dispersion of the early church in the New Testament can be found in the book
of Acts, specifically chapter 6-8. | encourage you to read those accounts for yourself, but for
our purposes in understanding the dispersion mentioned here, let's consider a few summary

statements.

The Book of Acts

Jesus returns to the Father, the Holy Spirit comes to the church, and the gospel of Jesus
spreads throughout the world.

Acts 6 Acts 7 Acts &

Stephen speaks to the Jewish

council, recounts the history

of Israel, preaches of Jesus,

rebukes the people, is filled

with the Spirit, and is stoned
to death.

Stephen is buried; Saul
persecutes believers;
believers scatter, preach and
heal.

Stephen performs miracles &
wonders and is arrested &
accused by Jews.

Figure 1-The Bible Project

Using the statements and graphic above, write a few sentences summarizing what we know
about the dispersion of the early church referenced by James.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots ( hurch to live in a way that demonstrates f I-"I”] in action.
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D

Why does it matter?

So far, we have established the author and audience of the book of James. We've also learned
about the context and circumstances of the time. This leaves us with one final word as we
finish setting the foundation for our study. At first glance, this one word may not seem
significant, but it has some important implications for our understanding of the book of James.

Let’'s read.
“..Greetings.”

James 1:1C

Imagine you are back in kindergarten and are learning about social circles. Your teacher hands
you the following graphic printed on a large piece of paper.

They begin talking about the different types of people in our lives and where they fit in our
circle. Some people are closer to us. We know them very well and they know us. We may see
these people every day. Others, we may know who they are and see them frequently, but
they don’t know the more intimate details of our lives. Others we may see but may not know
their names. Some people, we may know their name, but we have never seen them. They
may not even know we exist.

Some examples of types of relationships we may encounter are listed below. Choose a few
and draw an arrow from each word to where they would fit in your current social circle.

Best Friend Employer
Children | Librarian I

Circle 2

Circle 1

[ Teacher ] [ Group Member ]
[ Sibling ] [ Server ]
Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Let’s look a little further into the context of James to identify his tone and relationship to the
audience.

We've established that the early church James wrote to was scattered in the Dispersion due to
religious persecution.

But where was James when all this was happening? Let’s go back to Acts.

Use the scriptures below to answer the following guestions.

........................ Acts7:5460 | Adsid2da [ Ads1S3
A . i h
When did the persecution of Was James present in - Was lames prestant at the
heieailahiirahbcang Jerusalem before the stoning | Jerusalem council after the
' of Stephen? stoning of Stephen?
1
Was James part of the persecuted church in the Dispersion referenced at the beginning of his
letter?
2

How would that affect his credibility in the eyes of believers, both then and now?

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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Apply

Let’s reread the following scripture as we conclude our first week of study.

“IA[l Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, 1/ that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17

According to this scripture, who inspired the words recorded by James? Why does this
matter?

In James 1:1, he makes it clear that he magnifies the immaculate conception of Jesus through
the Holy Spirit, and the blood of Jesus shed on the cross.

Read the words of 2"d Peter as well.

“1Ffor it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than
after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.”

214 peter 2:21

How should James’ own introduction, the words of Timothy, and the warning of Peter
influence our response as we continue our study?

If we continue to read, but choose not to act on what we learn, we are rejecting the
commands and instruction of God, not man. Moving forward, we will continually encounter
the idea of action, along with faith, throughout the book. Take a moment as group to spend

time in prayer asking God for the faith to not only believe, but to obey.

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a u"x'ﬁ'}’f 1at demonstrates ‘ﬂ!”‘ in action.
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Memory Work

James 1:1-4

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the
Dispersion: Greetings. 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. * And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect

and complete, lacking in nothing.

For this week’s practice exercise, you will do three small tasks each day. Each task engages a
different sense to aid in memorization and help you become familiar with the passage.

1
Listen to James 1:1-4 three times using an audio Bible or other resource. You may also take
turns with a partner reading it to each other.

2
Read James 1:1-4 out loud yourself three times using the printout above.

3
Write James 1:1-4 by hand 3 times each day.
(Consider using a dedicated notebook for your scripture memaory work this year!)

Use the chart below to track your study habits by checking off each day you study!

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7

Check in with other group members who are attempting the challenge and encourage each
other to practice every day!

“I1| have stored up your word in my heart, -
LY

)] "" [ ] that | might not sin against you.” -Psalm 119:11 (] ’." O

Series Goal: To urge Grassroots Church to live in a way that demonstrates faith in action.
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